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1 . This action is responsive to the amendment and remarks filed on June 14, 2010. 

2. Claims 13, 15-22, 24-36, 38-41, 52-53 and 55-56 are presented for examination and 
claims 1-12, 14, 23, 37, 42-51 and 54 are canceled. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. code not included in this office action can be 
found in a prior office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 103 

4. Claims 13, 17, 19-22, 25, 27-32, 36, 39-40, 52-53, 55 and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Susskind, U.S. Patent Application Publication 2001/0046366 
(hereinafter Susskind) in view of Piersol et al, U.S. Patent 7,386,599 (hereinafter Piersol). 

5. As per claim 13 and 52, Susskind teaches the invention substantially as claimed for 
operating a digital video recorder through web-hosted application ([0035] and [0050]) via a web 
portal (i.e., via a home page of the website, e.g., www. sony . com ) ([0035]), comprising: 

accessing a first server remote from the digital video recorder to launch the web-hosted 
application ([0035] and [0050]) (user accessing software on web server remote from 
VRD), the web-hosted application comprising an application program interface ([0042] 
and [0049]) and capable of communicating with the digital video recorder to extract data 
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therefrom ([0040] and [0042]) (software on the web server capable of communicating 
with the VRD to obtain changes to the VRD); 

receiving one or more integrated presentations formed by the API on the web-hosted 
application ([0042] and [0049]) and sent by the first server in response to accessing the 
first server ([0035]) (receiving HTML pages that provide the interface components to 
operate the VRD), each of the integrated presentations including the data extracted to 
replicate a corresponding interface of the digital video recorder ([0042] and [0044]) 
(HTML page simulate the VRD on screen interface including Recorded program, minute 
of storage available (state information obtained from the VRD)[0035]), wherein the API 
provides each of the one or more integrated presentation distinctive to the web portal 
(HTML pages that provides simulation of VRD on-screen interface is distinctive to the 
home page of the website such as www.sony.com , [0035]); 

selecting portions of the interface to initiate one of more commands to operate the digital 
video recorder ([0035] and [0050]); 

wherein the web-hosted application stored the commands in a transaction file ([0050]) 
(web server stores the record selection in the user account); and 
wherein the web-hosted application, in response to a request from the digital video 
recorder ([0046] and [0047])(in response to ping or update request), transmits the 
commands to the digital video recorder ([0043]) (transmit change of state on user account 
on web server to the VRD (state information includes VRD operational control (i.e., 
commands) [0016]). 
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6. Susskind does not specifically the web portal configured to provide online services 
comprising email, news and web search capability. Piersol teaches a web portal (i.e., specialized 
web site providing a starting site for user accessing the web) configured to provide a variety of 
online services comprising email, news and web search capability (col. 1, lines 16-25). 

7. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Susskind and Piersol because Piersol' s teaching 
of web portal configured to provide online services comprising email, news and web search 
capability would attract users to visit the web portal for various online services. 

8. As per claims 27 and 53, Susskind teaches the invention substantially as claimed for 
remotely controlling of at least one digital video recorder ([0035] and [0050]) via a web portal 
(i.e., via a home page of the website, e.g., www.sony.com ) ([0035]), comprising: 

maintaining, at a server remote from the digital video recorder, a local representation of 
pre-existing information and data extracted from a plurality of data sources including the 
digital video recorder ([0041]) (HTML pages, account settings/values, television program 
listing, state information from sources (e.g., 10, 13, 25)); 

forming an integrated presentation using an application programming interface (API) 
([0042] and [0049]) by combining the pre-existing information with the data extracted to 
replicate a corresponding interface of the at least one digital video recorder ([0035]) 
(combining HTML with state information from VRD to simulate the VRD on screen 
interface), wherein the API provides an integrated presentation distinctive to the web 
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portal (HTML pages that provides simulation of VRD on-screen interface is distinctive to 
the home page of the website such as www. sony . com , [0035]); 

transferring the integrated presentation to a network computing system for display on a 
client in response to receiving an instruction from the client ([0035]) (providing the 
HTML interface for display on browser in response to URL from browser); 
receiving a command from the client in response to portions of the integrated 
presentation being selected, the command representing an operation to be performed on 
the digital video recorder ([0035] and [0050]) (receiving a recording request in response 
to user selecting on the HTML interface); 

updating the local representation with the command ([0050] and [0051]) (command is 
store in the user account and update is convey to the VRD); and 
only after receiving a request from the digital video recorder ([0047]) (receiving a 
ping/update request from VRD), sending the command to the digital video recorder to 
perform the operation on the digital video recorder ([0043]) (sending change of state on 
user account on web server to the VRD (state information includes VRD operational 
control (i.e., commands) [0016]). 

9. Susskind does not specifically the web portal configured to provide online services 
comprising email, news and web search capability. Piersol teaches a web portal (i.e., specialized 
web site providing a starting site for user accessing the web) configured to provide a variety of 
online services comprising email, news and web search capability (col. 1, lines 16-25). 
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10. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Susskind and Piersol because Piersol's teaching 
of web portal configured to provide online services comprising email, news and web search 
capability would attract users to visit the web portal for various online services. 

11. As per claim 55, Susskind teaches the invention substantially as claimed comprising: 
providing through a web portal (a home page of the website, e.g., mvw.sony.com ) 
([0035]), wherein the web portal replicates the interface of at least one digital video 
recorder ([0035]) (providing HTML page replicating an on-screen interface of VRD) 
using an application program interface (API) ([0042] and [0049]), wherein the replicated 
interface is distinctive to the web portal (HTML pages that provides simulation of VRD 
on-screen interface is distinctive to the home page of the website such as www.sony.com , 
[0035]); 

receiving program guide information ([0035])(receiving program listings); 

displaying the program guide information through the web portal ([0035]) (display values 

for program listing function); 

receiving, through the web portal, a command for the operation of a first digital video 
recorder ([0035] and [0050]) (receiving a recording request for the VRD); 
storing the command in a first transaction file ([0050])(storing the recording request in 
user account); 

receiving, from the first digital video recorder, a request for the first transaction file 
([0047])(receiving a ping/update request from VRD for change of state in user account); 
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and 

in response to the request, transmitting the first transaction file to the first digital video 
recorder ([0043])(sending change of state in user account to VRD (state information 
include VRD operational control (i.e., command) [0016]). 

12. Susskind does not specifically the web portal configured to provide online services 
comprising email, news and web search capability. Piersol teaches a web portal (i.e., specialized 
web site providing a starting site for user accessing the web) configured to provide a variety of 
online services comprising email, news and web search capability (col. 1, lines 16-25). 

13. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Susskind and Piersol because Piersol' s teaching 
of web portal configured to provide online services comprising email, news and web search 
capability would attract users to visit the web portal for various online services. 

14. As per claim 17, Susskind and Piersol teach the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 13 above. Susskind further teach wherein one of the commands causes the first server to 
access a second server, the web-hosted application running on the second server ([0035], fig. 2). 

15. As per claim 19, Susskind and Piersol teach the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 13 above. Susskind further teach wherein the integrated presentations are formed by 
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combining the data extracted (state information of VRD) with additional data received by the 
web-hosted application from one or more sources of data ([0035], [0040] and [0042]). 

16. As per claims 20 and 30, Susskind and Piersol teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claims 19 and 27 above. Susskind further teaches wherein the sources of data 
comprise database and online services (e.g., database 43, third-party commercial server 24 and 
25). 

17. As per claims 21 and 36, Susskind and Piersol teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claims 19 and 27 above. Susskind further teaches wherein the sources of data 
comprise broadcast programming guides in an electronic format ([0028] and [0035]). 

18. As per claim 22, Susskind and Piersol teach the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 13 above. Susskind further teaches wherein accessing the first server comprises sending 
an http request over the Internet to the first server ([0035]) (sending URL). 

19. As per claims 25 and 40, Susskind and Piersol teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claims 13 and 27 above. Susskind further teaches wherein the data is extracted 
periodically ([0044] and [0047]) (sending periodic ping/update request for accessing state 
changes). 
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20. As per claim 28, Susskind and Piersol teach the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 27 above. Susskind further teach wherein the network computing system comprises at 
least one web server communicatively coupled to a network (23, 24, fig. 2), the web server 
receiving and forwarding the integrated presentation to the client over the network ([0035]). 

21 . As per claim 29, Susskind and Piersol teach the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 28 above. Susskind further teaches the network comprises the Internet (11, fig. 1). 

22. As per claim 3 1 , Susskind and Piersol teach the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 27 above. Susskind further teaches wherein the integrated presentation comprises a virtual 
representation of a user interface associated with the digital video recorder ([0035]) (HTML page 
simulate VRD on screen interface). 

23. As per claim 32, Susskind and Piersol teach the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 27 above. Susskind further teaches wherein maintaining the local representation 
comprises storing the pre-existing information and the data on a database ([0035] and [0050]). 

24. As per claim 39, Susskind and Piersol teach the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 27 above. Susskind further teaches wherein the client comprises a browser ([0035]). 



25. As per claim 56, Susskind and Piersol teach the invention substantially as claimed in 
claim 55 above. Although Susskind teaches receiving, through the web portal, a command for 
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the operation of the first digital video recorder ([0035] and [0050]); storing the command in a 
transaction file ([0050]); receiving, from the first digital video recorder, a request for the 
transaction file ([0047]); and in response to the request, transmitting the first transaction file to 
the first digital video recorder ([0043]), however, Susskind does not explicitly teach the method 
of claim 55 for a second digital video recorder. 

26. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to include a second or any number of digital video recorders because by 
doing so it would allow a user in Susskind' s system to obtain, monitor and control status and 
configuration of digital video recorders, thus the user can perform management operations with a 
plurality of digital video recorders remotely. 

27. Claims 15-16, 18 and 33-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Susskind and Piersol in view of Paroz, U.S. Patent 6,587,125 (hereinafter Paroz). 

28. Paroz was cited in the last office action. 

29. As per claims 15,16 and 33, Susskind and Piersol teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claims 13 and 27 above. Susskind and Piersol do not specifically detailing object 
interfaces for operating the digital video recorder. Paroz teaches a similar system wherein the 
web-hosted application instantiates a plurality of objects for encapsulating functions associated 
with operating the media device, wherein the objects comprises programmable interfaces for 
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operating the media device (col. 9, lines 12-20; col. 10, lines 17-21). 

30. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Susskind, Piersol and Paroz because Paroz's 
teaching of objects interfaces would increase the flexibility in Susskind's and Piersol's systems 
by allowing a user to write programs for interfacing for the operation of different devices. 

31. As per claims 1 8 and 35, Susskind and Piersol teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claims 13 and 27 above. Susskind and Piersol do not teach the method of transferring 
in XML format. Paroz teaches wherein the integrated presentation is transferred in XML format 
(col. 10, lines 46-49). 

32. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Susskind, Piersol and Paroz because Paroz's 
teaching of transferring in XML format would increase the field of use in their system. 

33. As per claim 34, Susskind, Piersol and Paroz teach the invention substantially as claimed 
in claim 33 above. Susskind further teaches sending the command to the digital video recorder 
using the programmable interfaces ([0035] and [0050]). 

34. Claims 24 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Susskind and Piersol in view of Cao, U.S. Patent 6,782,550 (hereinafter Cao). 
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35. As per claims 24 and 38, Susskind and Piersol teach the invention substantially as 
claimed in claims 13 and 27 above. Although Susskind teaches a group of interface consisting of 
login interface (inherently comprised in order for user to enter password to access web server), a 
Channel Guide, Find Shows, Manual Recording ([0050]), however, Susskind and Piersol do not 
specifically teach Replay Guide and Replay Channels. Cao teaches an interface consisting of a 
Channel Guide, a Replay Guide, Replay Shows, Replay Channels, Find Shows, and Manual 
Record (Figs. 15A-15F; col.23, line 66-col. 24, line 6; col. 29, line 49-col. 30, line 17; col. 32, 
line 46-col. 33, line 22; col. 33, lines 37-57; col. 34, lines 10-16). 

36. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Susskind, Piersol and Cao because Cao's 
teaching would enhance the functionalities of the interface in Susskind's and Piersol's systems to 
include additional guides for remote user selection. 

37. Claims 26 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Susskind and Piersol in view of Venkatraman et al, U.S. Patent 5,956,487 (hereinafter 
Venkatraman). 

38. Venkatraman was cited in the last office action. 

39. As per claims 26 and 41, Susskind and Piersol teach the invention substantially as 
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claimed in claims 13 and 27 above. Although Susskind teaches wherein the data is interactively 
accessed ([0051]), however, Susskind and Piersol do not teach data is extracted on the fly. 
Venkatraman teach wherein the data is extracted on-the-fly (col. 6, lines 13-14). 

40. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Susskind, Piersol and Venkatraman because 
Venkatraman's teaching would allow Susskind's and Piersol's systems to extracted most up-to- 
date data representing the status of the media device. 

41. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 13, 15-22, 24-36, 38-41, 52-53 and 55-56, 
filed 6/14/10, have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

42. In the remarks, applicant argued that: 

(1) Susskind fails to teach a web portal configured to provide online 
services comprising email, news and web search capability. 

(2) Susskind fails to teach receiving one or more integrated 
presentation formed by the API. . ., each of the integrated presentations 
including the data extracted to replicate a corresponding interface of the 
digital video recorder, wherein each of the one or more integrated 
presentations are distinctive to the web portal. 



43. 



In response to point (1), applicant's argument is moot in view of new ground of rejection. 
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44. In response to point (2), Susskind teaches changes on a VRD are conveyed to the server 
in order to presents HTML pages of functions of the VRD ([0042] and [0049]) (e.g., recorded 
programs, erase recorded program, minutes of storage available, [0035]). This means the 
presented HTML pages functions including the changes on the VRD (i.e., integrated 
presentation) must be exchange by API in order for the changes to be retrieved by the server 
from the VRD to form the presented HTML pages (i.e., receiving one or more integrated 
presentation formed by the API). Susskind further teach the presented HTML pages is a 
simulation of the VRD on-screen interface ([0035]) (i.e., each of the integrated presentations 
including the data extracted to replicate a corresponding interface of the digital video recorder). 
Susskind teaches a browser accessing a website host, which may be any commercial web site, for 
example, a home page of www.sony.com ([0035]) (i.e., web portal). The web site presents the 
browser with HTML pages that are a simulation of the VRD ([0035]). This means the presented 
HTML pages (one or more integrated presentations) used for operating the VRD are distinctive 
to the home page of www.sony.com (i.e., web portal). 

45. A shortened statutory period for reply to this Office action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. Any inquiry concerning this communication or 
earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Philip C Lee whose telephone 
number is (571)272-3967. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM TO 5:30 PM 
Monday to Thursday and every other Friday. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Firmin Backer can be reached on (571) 272-6703. The 
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fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http ://pair-direct .uspto . gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Philip C Lee/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2448 



